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,QWURGXFWLRQDQG2YHUYLHZ
,QWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO0RELOLW\LQWKH0RGHUQ(UD
Jean Kimmel
Western Michigan University

There is a growing literature examining the decline in labor mar
NHWVWDWXVH[SHULHQFHGE\OHVVHUHGXFDWHGPHQLQWKHSDVWKDOIFHQWXU\
'HVSLWH ZRUNSODFH DGYDQFHV LQ DXWRPDWLRQ DQG ULVLQJ UHDO ZDJHV IRU
PRVW ZRUNHUV GXULQJ PXFK RI WKLV SHULRG OHVVHUHGXFDWHG PHQ KDYH
experienced declining employment rates and real wages, along with
GHFOLQLQJPDUULDJHUDWHV$WWKHVDPHWLPHLQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOPRELOLW\
has waned, and there is growing concern that achieving a comfortable
PLGGOHFODVVOLIHVW\OHKDVEHFRPHXQDWWDLQDEOHIRUWKRVH$PHULFDQVQRW
ERUQLQWRSULYLOHJH2ISDUWLFXODUFRQFHUQDQGDNH\IRFXVRIWKLVHGLWHG
YROXPH LV WKDW OLQNDJHV EHWZHHQ ODERU PDUNHW DQG PDUULDJH GHFOLQHV
are serving to exacerbate inequality due to a potentially lifelong burden
RQWKHFKLOGUHQSDUWLFXODUO\PDOHVZKRGRQRWJURZXSLQVWDEOHWZR
parent households. These burdens experienced during childhood seem
to hinder both future economic independence and marriage probability,
WKHUHE\FRQWULEXWLQJWRDQHYHUZRUVHQLQJJDSEHWZHHQWKH³KDYHV´DQG
³KDYHQRWV´LQRXUVRFLHW\$XWRUDQG:DVVHUPDQ  DUJXHWKDWWKH
VRFLDODQGHFRQRPLFSUREOHPVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKWKHODERUPDUNHWGHFOLQH
IRUORZVNLOOHGPHQDUHH[DFHUEDWHGEHFDXVHORZLQFRPHFKLOGUHQDUH
EHFRPLQJLQFUHDVLQJO\OLNHO\WRJURZXSZLWKRXWIDWKHUVLQWKHKRXVH
hold, a family structure that confers, on average, disadvantage to these
children that is greater for male children.
The inspiration for this Sichel Series was drawn from the narra
tive that there is a gendered disadvantage associated with being raised
E\ D VLQJOH SDUHQW VSHFL¿FDOO\ WKDW ER\V VX൵HU PRUH IURP GLVDGYDQ
taged family structures than do girls. Of most concern is the potential
intergenerational impacts—namely, that these struggling men are less
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OLNHO\WREHFRPH¿QDQFLDOO\LQGHSHQGHQWDGXOWVDQGOHVVOLNHO\WRPDUU\
the mothers of their children, leading to more children being raised by
unmarried mothers.
This volume includes written versions of all six public lectures
IURPWKH±6LFKHO6HULHV7KH¿UVWWKUHHFKDSWHUVIRFXVRQGLI
IHUHQFHVLQSDUHQWV¶LQYHVWPHQWVLQWKHLUFKLOGUHQZKLOHWKH¿QDOWKUHH
chapters focus directly on intergenerational income mobility.
&KDSWHUZULWWHQE\5DFKHO&RQQHOO\DQG-HDQ.LPPHOLVWLWOHG
³$&RPSDULVRQRI863DUHQWV¶7LPHZLWK&KLOGUHQE\&KLOG*HQGHU
DQG)DPLO\6WUXFWXUH´7KHDXWKRUVEHJLQE\GLVFXVVLQJ$XWRUDQG:DV
VHUPDQ  ZKRSDLQWDFRQFHUQLQJSLFWXUHRIDJHQGHUHGLQWHUJHQ
erational connection in economic status that exacerbates the disadvan
WDJHH[SHULHQFHGE\FKLOGUHQZKRJURZXSLQVLQJOHPRWKHUIDPLOLHV
One element of this narrative is the presumption of a gendered single
parent disadvantage that the authors suggest could be explained in part
by single mothers’ spending more time with their daughters than their
VRQV&RQQHOO\DQG.LPPHOIRFXVWKHLUHPSLULFDOUHVHDUFKRQPHDVXU
ing parenting time input to determine if it varies by child gender and
parents’ marital status. Their chapter attempts to answer two related
TXHVWLRQV 'RER\FKLOGUHQUDLVHGE\VLQJOHPRWKHUVUHFHLYHOHVVSDU
enting time than female children raised in similar family circumstances,
DQG ,VWKHUHDFKLOGJHQGHUGL൵HUHQFHLQSDUHQWLQJWLPHIRUFKLOGUHQ
UHVLGLQJZLWKWKHLUPDUULHGSDUHQWV"7KHDXWKRUVXVHUHJUHVVLRQEDVHG
methods in order to control relevant and possibly confounding factors,
such as parents’ education and children’s ages.
&RQQHOO\ DQG .LPPHO¶V FKDSWHU LQFOXGHV DQ H[SDQVLYH UHYLHZ RI
the literature focusing on the challenges faced by children who grow up
LQVLQJOHPRWKHUIDPLOLHV0RVWUHOHYDQW/XQGEHUJ  SUHVHQWVD
FRQFHSWXDOIUDPHZRUNWRH[SODLQZK\SDUHQWLQJEHKDYLRUPD\YDU\E\
FKLOGJHQGHU6KHH[SODLQVWKDWWKHWZREDVLFVRXUFHVRIWKHVHGL൵HUHQFHV
by child gender are systemic bias by gender in the utility that parents
UHFHLYH RUEHOLHYHWKH\PD\UHFHLYH IURPSDUHQWLQJER\VYHUVXVJLUOV
DQGFRVWGL൵HUHQFHVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKUDLVLQJER\VYHUVXVJLUOV$QRWKHU
possible explanation is that girls may simply be easier to manage than
ER\V SDUWLFXODUO\ DW \RXQJHU DJHV /XQGEHUJ 0F/DQDKDQ DQG 5RVH
 GRFXPHQWWKDWPDUULHGIDWKHUVRIERWKVRQVDQGGDXJKWHUVGHYRWH
more time to their sons than to their daughters, and that the daughter
advantage in single mothers’ parenting time is a greater relative advan
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WDJH FRPSDUHG WR WLPH ZLWK WKHLU VRQV  WKDQ WKH GDXJKWHU DGYDQWDJH
seen for married mothers.
$V&RQQHOO\DQG.LPPHOH[SODLQWKHUHLVDWKHRUHWLFDOEDVLVZLWKLQ
the economics literature for the presumption that parental time inputs
LQÀXHQFHFKLOGUHQ¶VGHYHORSPHQW$VGHVFULEHGLQWKHFKDSWHUHFRQR
PLVWVKDYHSURYLGHGWKHIUDPHZRUNWRH[SODLQWKDWGL൵HUHQWLDOSDUHQ
WDOWLPHLQSXWVPD\H[SODLQYDULDWLRQLQDGXOWRXWFRPHV+RZHYHUWKH
TXHVWLRQRIZKHWKHUWKHUHDUHDFWXDOO\GL൵HUHQFHVE\FKLOGJHQGHULQWKH
WLPHWKDWSDUHQWVVSHQGZLWKWKHLUFKLOGUHQ DQGZKHWKHUWKLVJHQGHUJDS
YDULHVE\SDUHQWV¶PDULWDOVWDWXV LVDQHPSLULFDOTXHVWLRQ
&RQQHOO\DQG.LPPHOXVHGDWDIURPWKH$PHULFDQ7LPH8VH6XU
YH\ $786  IRU WKH \HDUV  WKURXJK  DQG H[DPLQH SDUHQWLQJ
WLPHFRQVWUXFWHGZLWKWZRVHSDUDWH$786PHDVXUHVSULPDU\FKLOGFDUH
time and time engaged in any activity in which children are present.
$V&RQQHOO\DQG.LPPHOH[SODLQWKHVH$786GDWDDUHEHVWVXLWHGIRU
WKHWDVNRIWKHFKDSWHU7KHHPSLULFDOVWUDWHJ\LQWKHFKDSWHULVWKUHH
fold: comparison of means, regression that permits controlling both
parent and child characteristics, and then using the regression results
to construct predicted time use measures for a “representative” person.
&RQQHOO\ DQG .LPPHO GHVFULEH WKUHH PDLQ ¿QGLQJV )LUVW SDUHQWV RI
preschool children devote approximately equal time to their sons and
GDXJKWHUV6HFRQGWKHUHDUHODUJHGL൵HUHQFHVLQWKHWLPHWKDWSDUHQWV
spend with their teenaged children, based on child gender and parents’
marital status. Mothers, both married and single, spend more time with
their teenage girls, while fathers, both married and single, spend more
WLPHZLWKWKHLU FRKDELWLQJ WHHQDJHER\V7KLUGIRFXVLQJRQUDFHWKHUH
DUH RQO\ VPDOO GL൵HUHQFHV LQ SULPDU\ FKLOG FDUHJLYLQJ WLPH EHWZHHQ
%ODFNV DQG QRQ%ODFNV LQ VLPLODU IDPLO\ VLWXDWLRQV DQG WKHUH DUH QR
VXEVWDQWLYHGL൵HUHQFHVLQWKHH[LVWHQFHVL]HRUGLUHFWLRQRIWKHFKLOG
JHQGHUJDS7KHUHVXOWVSUHVHQWHGE\&RQQHOO\DQG.LPPHOVXJJHVWWKDW
LIPDOHFKLOGUHQVX൵HUDJUHDWHUVLQJOHPRWKHUGLVDGYDQWDJHWKDQIHPDOH
FKLOGUHQWKHFDXVHLVQRWGL൵HUHQFHVLQSDUHQWLQJWLPH3HUKDSVER\V
are more vulnerable to family stress, or maybe boys actually need more
parenting time than girls at young ages.
&KDSWHULVWLWOHG³%HKDYLRUDO,QVLJKWV3DUHQWDO'HFLVLRQ0DNLQJ
DQG,QYHVWPHQWVLQ&KLOGUHQ¶V'HYHORSPHQW´E\$ULHO.DOLODQG6XVDQ
0D\HU7KHDXWKRUVEHJLQE\GRFXPHQWLQJZHDNHFRQRPLFPRELOLW\LQ
WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV$V WKH\ QRWH DERXW KDOI RI FKLOGUHQ UDLVHG LQ WKH
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bottom quintile of the income distribution will remain in this quintile
when they reach adulthood, and 70 percent remain in the bottom half
of the income distribution. The authors explain that parenting styles
SOD\DVXEVWDQWLDOUROHLQLQÀXHQFLQJFKLOGRXWFRPHV7KH\VXJJHVWWKDW
“applying behavioral science to the study of parenting can potentially
\LHOGQHZLQVLJKWLQWRZK\SDUHQWVPDNH RUIDLOWRPDNH GHFLVLRQVWR
VSHQG WLPH PRQH\ DWWHQWLRQ RU D൵HFWLRQ SURPRWLQJ WKHLU FKLOGUHQ¶V
GHYHORSPHQW DQG ZK\ WKHVH GHFLVLRQV DUH OLNHO\ WR GL൵HU E\ SDUHQWDO
DGYDQWDJH7KHDVVXPSWLRQZHPDNHLVWKDWLIDGYDQWDJHGDQGGLVDG
YDQWDJHGSDUHQWVPDGHHTXDOO\RSWLPDOSDUHQWLQJGHFLVLRQVGL൵HUHQFHV
LQIXWXUHDFDGHPLFDQG¿QDQFLDORXWFRPHVRIWKHLUFKLOGUHQZRXOGDOVR
QDUURZDQGLQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOPRELOLW\ZRXOGLQFUHDVH´ S 
Kalil and Mayer explain that the most common theories used to
explain intergenerational mobility fail to provide adequate explanation
IRUWKHZLGHO\DFNQRZOHGJHGFRUUHODWLRQEHWZHHQFKLOGDQGDGXOWRXW
comes. Those explanations rely on measures of parent advantage based
RQ HFRQRPLF RU VRFLDO IDFWRUV +RZHYHU WKH OLQN EHWZHHQ HFRQRPLF
DGYDQWDJHDQGFKLOGRXWFRPHVLVZHDNDQGWKHUHLVOLWWOHHYLGHQFHWKDW
VXSSOHPHQWLQJ GLVDGYDQWDJHG SDUHQWV¶ LQFRPH LQÀXHQFHV FKLOG RXW
comes to any substantive degree.
One reason the traditional approaches fail to adequately explain the
persistence of disadvantage, according to Kalil and Mayer, is that so
much of children’s critical human capital development occurs in the
¿UVWIHZ\HDUVRIOLIHEHIRUHHYHQVWDUWLQJIRUPDOVFKRROLQJDQGEHIRUH
GL൵HUHQFHVLQSDUHQWDOHFRQRPLFUHVRXUFHVFRXOGSOD\DPHDQLQJIXOUROH
in passing on parental advantage to children. The authors suggest that
WKHUHPD\EHV\VWHPDWLFGL൵HUHQFHVLQSDUHQWV¶LQWHUDFWLRQVZLWKWKHLU
children that may be playing a meaningful role in their development.
8QGHUVWDQGLQJWKHVRXUFHVRIWKHVHGL൵HUHQFHVFRXOGLQIRUPSROLF\WKDW
might increase intergenerational mobility.
The authors note that empirical evidence shows no meaningful gap
between advantaged and disadvantaged parents in their understanding
of what is important for their children, and most parents seem to have
DFFHVVWRWKHUHVRXUFHVDQGWLPHQHHGHGWRLPSOHPHQWWKHVHJRDOV+RZ
HYHUGLVDGYDQWDJHGSDUHQWVDUHOHVVOLNHO\WRIROORZWKURXJKDQGDFWX
ally do the things with their children that they believe are important.
'UDZLQJ IURP WKH UHODWLYHO\ QHZ ¿HOG RI EHKDYLRUDO HFRQRPLFV WKH
DXWKRUVDVVHUWWKDWWKHVHGL൵HUHQFHVDUHGULYHQE\FRJQLWLYHELDVHVWKDW
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GL൵HU RQ DYHUDJH E\ WKH GHJUHH RI SDUHQWDO GLVDGYDQWDJH 7KH WKUHH
biases described in this chapter are present bias, attribution bias, and
DXWRPDFLW\$FFRUGLQJWR.DOLODQG0D\HUQDUURZLQJWKLVJDSZLOODOVR
narrow the gap in outcomes between advantaged and disadvantaged
parents. By gaining a better understanding of how these biases might
LQÀXHQFH SDUHQWV¶ GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ EHKDYLRUDO WRROV FRXOG EH GHYHO
oped to help narrow the gap between aspirational and actual parenting.
3UHVHQWELDVDOVRNQRZQDVK\SHUEROLFGLVFRXQWLQJGHVFULEHVWKH
tendency to overweight the present over the future and can result in less
ZLOOLQJQHVVWRGHOD\JUDWL¿FDWLRQ3DUHQWVZKRVHGHFLVLRQVVX൵HUIURP
H[FHVVLYH SUHVHQW ELDV ZLOO EH OHVV OLNHO\ WR HQJDJH LQ DFWLYLWLHV ZLWK
WKHLUFKLOGUHQWKDWKDYHIXWXUHSD\R൵VEXWOLWWOHLPPHGLDWHEHQH¿W$WWUL
EXWLRQELDVLQYROYHVPLVWDNHVSDUHQWVPDNHZKHQWU\LQJWRXQGHUVWDQG
WKHLUFKLOGUHQ¶VEHKDYLRUPDNLQJLWPRUHGL൶FXOWIRUSDUHQWVWRPRGLI\
misbehavior or encourage better choices.
The third type of cognitive bias Kalil and Mayer describe is what
they call automacity—the spontaneity with which many parenting deci
sions are made. This bias arises from the fact that many daily parenting
GHFLVLRQVWKDWDUHLPSRUWDQWIRUFKLOGUHQ¶VORQJHUWHUPGHYHORSPHQWDUH
PDGH TXLFNO\ DXWRPDWLFDOO\ LQVWHDG RI GHOLEHUDWHO\$XWRPDFLW\ ELDV
FDQEHGL൶FXOWWRFRUUHFWEHFDXVHLWUHVXOWVIURPOHDUQHGEHKDYLRUWKDW
has become habit. The authors suggest that automacity in parenting
PD\ EH PRUH OLNHO\ WR SURGXFH LQH൵HFWLYH DXWRPDWLF UHVSRQVHV ZLWK
disadvantaged parents.
Kalil and Mayer devote the remainder of their chapter to descrip
WLRQV RI ORFDO VPDOOVFDOH LQWHUYHQWLRQV GHVLJQHG E\ WKH %HKDYLRUDO
,QVLJKWV DQG 3DUHQWLQJ /DE DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI &KLFDJR WR LPSURYH
parenting by mitigating cognitive biases in parenting. These studies
ZHUHLPSOHPHQWHGZLWKH[SHULPHQWDOGHVLJQ LQFOXGLQJWUHDWPHQWDQG
FRQWUROJURXSV WRSHUPLWULJRURXVVWXG\RIWKHLULPSDFWV7KH3DUHQWV
DQG&KLOGUHQ7RJHWKHU6WXG\WDUJHWVIDPLOLHVZLWKFKLOGUHQSDUWLFLSDW
LQJLQ+HDG6WDUWZLWKDEHKDYLRUDOO\LQIRUPHGLQWHUYHQWLRQWRLQFUHDVH
WKH WLPH WKDW SDUHQWV UHDG ZLWK WKHLU FKLOGUHQ$V SDUW RI WKH SURFHVV
to design a meaningful program, extensive surveying of parents was
XQGHUWDNHQLQDGYDQFHUHYHDOLQJWKDWWKHSDUHQWVXQGHUVWRRGWKHLPSRU
WDQFHRIUHDGLQJWRWKHLUFKLOGUHQDQGFRQ¿UPLQJWKDWWKH\KDGDFFHVV
to appropriate reading material. The researchers designing the interven
tion hypothesized that parents were struggling to follow through on
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their own beliefs due to “present bias,” and therefore reminders about
UHDGLQJ DQG VSHFL¿F JRDO VHWWLQJ ZHUH LQFRUSRUDWHG WR DVVLVW SDUHQWV
in meeting their own goals with their children. Evaluation of program
impacts revealed that the intervention produced meaningful increases
in reading with children for those parents who had been, prior to the
intervention, falling short of their own desired reading goals. Impor
tantly, the cost of this intervention was relatively low, suggesting that it
is feasible to implement these sorts of behaviorally based interventions.
$ VHFRQG H[DPSOH RI D EHKDYLRUDO LQWHUYHQWLRQ GHVFULEHG E\ WKH
DXWKRUVLVDSURJUDPFDOOHG6KRZ8SWR*URZ8S 68*8 ZKLFKZDV
DQ LQWHUYHQWLRQ GHVLJQHG WR LPSURYH DWWHQGDQFH LQ &KLFDJRDUHD SUH
VFKRROSURJUDPV&KURQLFDEVHQFHDQGODWHQHVVFDQFRQWULEXWHWRFKLO
GUHQ¶VIDLOLQJWRGHYHORSWKHEHKDYLRUDOVNLOOVQHFHVVDU\IRUNLQGHUJDUWHQ
VXFFHVVDQGRQHSUREOHPLGHQWL¿HGE\WKHUHVHDUFKHUVFDQEHGHVFULEHG
as “inaccurate beliefs.” Parents tend to underestimate both the num
ber of days their own children have been absent and their children’s
DEVHQFHV UHODWLYH WR WKDW RI RWKHU FKLOGUHQ$QRWKHU DVSHFW RI LQDFFX
UDWHEHOLHIVWKDWWKLVSURJUDPZDVGHVLJQHGWRDGGUHVVLVWKHPLVWDNHQ
impression of some parents that preschool is not important for their
FKLOGUHQ¶V GHYHORSPHQW7KH 68*8 SURJUDP DGRSWHG DQ DSSURDFK LQ
which parents would receive text messages describing what their chil
dren were learning in school, serving both to inform the parents about
what has been going on in the classroom and to emphasize that substan
tive activity occurs daily and should not be missed without good cause.
Texts also were sent to remind parents about attendance and absences.
(YDOXDWLRQ RI WKH 68*8 SURJUDP VKRZHG WKDW WKH SURJUDP UHGXFHG
FKURQLF DEVHQFHV E\  SHUFHQWDJH SRLQWV ZLWK D VPDOOHU LPSDFW RQ
increased attendance days. The biggest impacts were seen for children
whose parents who had expressed, at the start of the study, less concern
about absences.
&KDSWHU  SURYLGHV FRQYLQFLQJ HYLGHQFH WKDW GLVDGYDQWDJHG FKLO
GUHQFRXOGEHEHQH¿FLDULHVRIWKHDGRSWLRQRILQWHUYHQWLRQVLQIRUPHG
by behavioral science. By identifying parents’ cognitive biases that
may exacerbate preexisting inequalities experienced by disadvantaged
FKLOGUHQDQGGHVLJQLQJWKRXJKWIXOORZFRVWLQWHUYHQWLRQVGHVLJQHGWR
QXGJHEHKDYLRULQSRVLWLYHGLUHFWLRQVFKLOGGHYHORSPHQWLQWKH¿UVWIHZ
years of life could be improved, and disadvantaged children could enter
NLQGHUJDUWHQRQDPRUHHTXDOIRRWLQJZLWKFKLOGUHQIURPPRUHDGYDQ
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WDJHGEDFNJURXQGV7KHVHLQWHUYHQWLRQVFRXOGOHDGWRLPSURYHPHQWVLQ
intergenerational mobility.
&KDSWHU³*HQGHU'L൵HUHQFHVLQ 6RPH )RUPDWLYH,QSXWVWR&KLOG
'HYHORSPHQW´LVZULWWHQE\0LFKDHO%DNHU+HEHJLQVZLWKWKHIXQGD
mental observation that early childhood environmental factors play an
important role in child development and help determine adult outcomes.
The more favorable these environmental factors, the stronger the oppor
tunity for successful human capital development and the better these
DGXOWRXWFRPHV+HQRWHVWKDWVRPHSUHYLRXVHYLGHQFHVXJJHVWVWKDWSDU
enting time may vary by child gender.
*LYHQZKDWKDVDOUHDG\EHHQFLWHGDERXWGL൵HUHQFHVE\JHQGHULQ
SDUHQWV¶ WLPH DQG LQWHUDFWLRQV ZLWK FKLOGUHQ %DNHU H[DPLQHV JHQGHU
GL൵HUHQFHVDWWKHHDUOLHVWVWDJHRIOLIH$V%DNHUH[SODLQVWKHEXONRI
the existing empirical research examining the impact of early life envi
ronmental factors has focused on socioeconomic status, given its close
DVVRFLDWLRQZLWKWKHDYHUDJHTXDOLW\RIWKHVHHDUO\OLIHIDFWRUV%DNHU
extends this research to examine gender, motivated by the argument
WKDWJHQGHUGL൵HUHQFHVWKDWVHHPWRHPHUJHODWHULQOLIHPD\EHOLQNHG
WRYHU\HDUO\JHQGHUGL൵HUHQFHV%DNHUH[DPLQHVIRXUVXFKHDUO\OLIH
IDFWRUV PHGLFDO FDUH DW ELUWK IRU ORZ ELUWK ZHLJKW /%:  QHZERUQV
EUHDVWIHHGLQJPDWHUQDOGHSUHVVLRQDQGGL൵HUHQWLDOSDUHQWLQJVW\OH+H
UHOLHVRQDYDULHW\RIGL൵HUHQWGDWDVRXUFHVIRUERWKWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV
DQG&DQDGD:KHUHYHUSRVVLEOHWREHFRPIRUWDEOHDVVXPLQJWKDWFKLOG
JHQGHULVUDQGRPO\DVVLJQHGKHIRFXVHVRQ¿UVWERUQFKLOGUHQ
%DNHUEHJLQVKLVHPSLULFDODQDO\VHVZLWKDQH[DPLQDWLRQRIJHQGHU
GL൵HUHQFHVLQWKHQHHGIRUDQGUHFHLSWRIPHGLFDOFDUHXSRQELUWKIRU
/%:QHZERUQV3DUWLFXODUO\IRUYHU\ORZELUWKZHLJKW 9/%: PDOH
FKLOGUHQSURYLGLQJDGGLWLRQDOFDUH DVPHDVXUHGYLDKRVSLWDOFRVWVDQG
KRVSLWDO OHQJWK RI VWD\  LPSURYHV VXUYLYDO UDWHV DV ZHOO DV LPSURYHG
FKLOGGHYHORSPHQW0DOH/%:DQG9/%:QHZERUQVH[SHULHQFHVRPH
what lower survival rates than comparable female newborns, with con
tributory factors being higher rates of sudden infant death syndrome
GHDWKV DQG UHVSLUDWRU\ V\VWHPUHODWHG GHDWKV %DNHU¶V H[DPLQDWLRQ RI
PHGLFDOLQWHUYHQWLRQVIRUDWULVNQHZERUQVVKRZVWKDWLQWHUYHQWLRQVRQ
WKH PDUJLQ PDWWHU PRUH IRU PDOH 9/%: QHZERUQV VXJJHVWLQJ WKDW
UHDOORFDWLQJPHGLFDOUHVRXUFHV RUSURYLGLQJH[WUDUHVRXUFHV WRZDUGV
9/%:PDOHVPD\EHEHQH¿FLDO+HVXJJHVWVWKDWWKHPHGLFDOLQWHUYHQ
WLRQJXLGHOLQHVFXUUHQWO\EDVHGRQDVLQJOHWKUHVKROGIRU9/%:QHZ
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ERUQVPLJKWEHPRGL¿HGWRSURGXFHVHSDUDWHWKUHVKROGVIRUPDOHDQG
female newborns.
1H[W%DNHUH[DPLQHVWKHFKLOGJHQGHUGL൵HUHQFHLQWKHLQFLGHQFH
and duration of breastfeeding, an environmental factor associated with
VRPHZKDW PLQRU  SRVLWLYH EHQH¿WV +LV GDWD DQG HPSLULFDO DQDO\VHV
reveal that while male and female newborns are breastfed at the same
rate, female babies are breastfed slightly longer than males, with a very
VPDOOGL൵HUHQFHRIDKDQGIXORIGD\VDWPRVW
%DNHU¶VHPSLULFDODQDO\VHVFRQWLQXHZLWKDQH[DPLQDWLRQRIJHQGHU
GL൵HUHQFHV LQ SDUHQWLQJ VW\OH WKDW LQFOXGHV WZR HOHPHQWV QHZ PRWK
HUV¶ PHQWDO VWDWH DQG WKH QDWXUH RI SDUHQWFKLOG LQWHUDFWLRQV ,QWHUHVW
LQJO\KLVUHVXOWVVKRZWKDWPRWKHUVRIQHZERUQER\VVX൵HUKLJKHUUDWHV
RI PDWHUQDO GHSUHVVLRQ WKDQ PRWKHUV RI QHZERUQ JLUOV$OWKRXJK KLV
UHVHDUFKFDQQRWLGHQWLI\WKHFDXVH V RIWKLVQHZERUQJHQGHUGL൵HUHQFH
LQPDWHUQDOGHSUHVVLRQUDWHV%DNHUQRWHVWKDWLWLVSRVVLEOHWKDWPRWK
HUV¶ERGLHVH[SHULHQFHDJUHDWHULQÀDPPDWRU\UHVSRQVHWRPDOHIHWXVHV
5HJDUGOHVVRIWKHFDXVHPDWHUQDOGHSUHVVLRQPD\LPSDFWWKHPRWKHU
newborn interaction and with maternal depression rates that vary by
the newborn’s gender, male newborn babies may experience reduced
TXDOLW\PRWKHULQJYHU\HDUO\LQOLIH7KH¿QDOHDUO\OLIHLQWHUYHQWLRQWKDW
%DNHUH[DPLQHVLVWKHQDWXUHRIWKHSDUHQWFKLOGLQWHUDFWLRQ&DQDGLDQ
VXUYH\GDWDUHYHDOWKDWRQDYHUDJHER\VDUHFRQVLGHUHGPRUHGL൶FXOW
DQGWKDWWKHER\FKLOGSDUHQWLQWHUDFWLRQLVPRUHFRQIURQWDWLRQDO,WLV
QRWSRVVLEOHWRNQRZWKHVRXUFHRIWKHVHJHQGHUHGSDUHQWFKLOGLQWHUDF
tion patterns, but one could speculate that it arises from multiple fac
WRUVWKDWFRXOGLQFOXGHJHQGHUGL൵HUHQFHVLQFKLOGEHKDYLRURUPDWHUQDO
mental status.
%DNHUFRQFOXGHVWKDWKLVUHVXOWV³SDLQWDSLFWXUHRIPDOHGLVDGYDQ
tage” in the outcomes that he studies, a disadvantage that may place
ER\V RQ D GL൵HUHQW OLIH WUDMHFWRU\ WKDQ JLUOV 7KHVH FDUHIXOO\ GRFX
PHQWHGJHQGHUGL൵HUHQFHVVSHDNWRWKHSRVVLELOLW\RIJHQGHUGL൵HUHQFHV
in opportunity and economic mobility that arise very early in life but
could carry lifetime implications.
7KH¿QDOWKUHHFKDSWHUVRIWKLVYROXPHIRFXVVSHFL¿FDOO\RQLQWHU
JHQHUDWLRQDO LQFRPH PRELOLW\ &KDSWHU  ³+RXVHKROG 6WUXFWXUH DQG
Socioeconomic Mobility: The Role of Mothers,” is written by Sarah
Kroeger.
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.URHJHUH[DPLQHVWKHLQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOOLQNEHWZHHQPRWKHUVDQG
their daughters. While there has been a good bit of previous research
examining intergenerational mobility through connections between
fathers and sons, there has been little corresponding research focusing
RQPRWKHUVDQGWKHLUGDXJKWHUV+HUDQDO\VLVIRFXVHVRQWKHUHODWLRQVKLS
between mothers’ marital status and education and their adult daugh
ters’ outcomes.
The chapter begins with a summary of the relationship between
maternal marital status and child outcomes, focusing on both the theory
underlying this relationship and empirical evidence. Marital status is
FORVHO\OLQNHGWRKRXVHKROGLQFRPHPDNLQJLWGL൶FXOWWRGLVHQWDQJOH
WKHLQGLYLGXDOGLUHFWH൵HFWVRIPDULWDOVWDWXVYHUVXVIDPLO\LQFRPH DQG
SRVVLEO\RWKHUUHODWHGIDFWRUV RQFKLOGUHQ.URHJHUH[SODLQVWKDWLWLV
important to understand the mechanisms by which marital status and
LQFRPHLQWHUDFWWRLQÀXHQFHFKLOGRXWFRPHVEHFDXVHVLQJOHPRWKHUKRRG
LVEHFRPLQJPRUHFRPPRQSDUWLFXODUO\IRUOHVVHUHGXFDWHGZRPHQ,I
there is an interaction between marital status and economic status on
children’s outcomes, this could further widen gaps over time in income,
education, and health.
$V3DXOD)RPE\QRWHVLQ&KDSWHUWKHUHKDVEHHQVXEVWDQWLDOHYR
OXWLRQLQIDPLO\VWUXFWXUHRYHUWLPHLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV,QQHDUO\
WKUHHIRXUWKVRIFKLOGUHQJUHZXSZLWKWZRPDUULHGSDUHQWVLQWKHLU¿UVW
marriage, while only 9 percent lived with a single parent. Just over half
a century later, less than half of children were residing with two married
parents, while over a quarter were living with a single parent. The per
FHQWDJHRIDOOELUWKVWRDQXQPDUULHGZRPDQLQFUHDVHGIURPSHUFHQW
WRQHDUO\SHUFHQWRYHUWKHVDPHWLPHSHULRG$V.URHJHUH[SODLQV
the rise in single motherhood is attributable to a change in marriage pat
terns, not a change in underlying fertility behavior.
.URHJHUFDUHIXOO\WLHVKHUUHVHDUFKRQWKHOLQNEHWZHHQVLQJOHPRWK
ers’ circumstances and their children’s adult outcomes to the existing
OLWHUDWXUHRQLQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOHFRQRPLFPRELOLW\$OWKRXJKWKHVSHFL¿F
PHFKDQLVPV DUH XQFOHDU DV )RPE\ H[SODLQV LQ KHU FKDSWHU  WKH OLQN
between maternal marital status and child outcomes is quite strong,
with these children faring less well on any number of outcome mea
VXUHV$VRQHH[DPSOHFKLOGUHQRIVLQJOHPRWKHUVDUHWKUHHWLPHVPRUH
OLNHO\WROLYHLQSRYHUW\DVDGXOWVFRPSDUHGWRFKLOGUHQZKRJUHZXS
ZLWKWZRPDUULHGSDUHQWV+RZHYHULIWKHVLQJOHSDUHQWIDPLO\VWUXFWXUH
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ZHUH WKH NH\ FDXVDO IDFWRU WKHQ ZH ZRXOG H[SHFW WR VHH LQFUHDVHV LQ
child poverty consistent with the increase in single parent families; yet,
WKLVLVQRWVHHQLQWKHWLPHWUHQGGDWD$GGLWLRQDOO\ZHUHVLQJOHPRWKHU
KRRGWKHNH\ZHZRXOGVHHFRPSDUDEOHFKLOGRXWFRPHVIRUDOOVLQJOH
PRWKHUVZLWKRXWGL൵HUHQFHVE\WKHPRWKHU¶VHGXFDWLRQ.URHJHUDOVR
explains that single mothers, on average, have completed fewer years
of education than their married counterparts; as is well established in
WKHHGXFDWLRQHFRQRPLFVOLWHUDWXUHORZHGXFDWLRQLVVWURQJO\OLQNHGWR
lower lifetime earnings. This suggests a third independent source of the
VLQJOHPRWKHUGLVDGYDQWDJH²KDYLQJDSDUHQWZLWKOHVVHGXFDWLRQFRXOG
D൵HFWFKLOGRXWFRPHVYLDORZHUKRXVHKROGLQFRPH
7KHQHZHPSLULFDOUHVHDUFKSUHVHQWHGLQ&KDSWHUDVNVWKHTXHV
tion, Is there any interaction between maternal marital status and the
intergenerational correlations in household income and education? She
XVHVGDWDIURPWKH&KLOG<RXQJ$GXOW6XUYH\RIWKH1DWLRQDO/RQJLWX
GLQDO6XUYH\RI<RXWK 1/6< 7KLV&KLOG<RXQJ$GXOW6XU
vey is a sampling of the children born to female respondents in the
1/6< UHVSRQGHQWV ZKR ZHUH DJHG ± DW WKH VWDUW RI WKH VXU
YH\LQ.URHJHUEHJLQVKHUHPSLULFDOZRUNE\HVWDEOLVKLQJEDVH
line correlations between parent and child education and income. She
UHJUHVVHVFKLOGRXWFRPHVRQPDWHUQDORXWFRPHV ZLWKDGMXVWPHQWVIRU
ELUWKFRKRUWWRUHÀHFWDYHUDJHFKDQJHVRYHUWLPH DQG¿QGVWKHLQWHUJHQ
HUDWLRQDOHGXFDWLRQHODVWLFLW\ EHWZHHQFKLOGDQGPRWKHU LVHVWLPDWHG
WR EH  ZKLOH WKH LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO LQFRPH HODVWLFLW\ LV  6KH
states that these results are consistent with previous research. Note that
DKLJKHUHODVWLFLW\LQGLFDWHVDFORVHUOLQNDFURVVJHQHUDWLRQVLPSO\LQJ
less intergenerational mobility.
1H[W.URHJHUVWUDWL¿HVUHJUHVVLRQVE\WKHPRWKHU¶VPDULWDOVWDWXVDW
WKHWLPHRIWKHFKLOG¶VELUWKSURGXFLQJDQHGXFDWLRQHODVWLFLW\RI
for married mothers and 0.299 for cases of unmarried mothers, suggest
LQJOHVVHGXFDWLRQPRELOLW\ZLWKVLQJOHPRWKHUIDPLOLHV+RZHYHUWKH
SDWWHUQLVRSSRVLWHZKHQORRNLQJDWWKHLQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOLQFRPHHODVWLF
LW\ZLWKDJUHDWHUHODVWLFLW\ OHVVLQFRPHPRELOLW\ IRUPDUULHGPRWKHUV
IRUXQPDUULHGPRWKHUVDQGIRUPDUULHGPRWKHUV .URHJHU
QRWHVWKDWKHUUHVXOWVVXJJHVWWKHUHDUHVXEWOHGL൵HUHQFHVLQWKHLQÀX
HQFHVRIPDWHUQDOLQFRPHYHUVXVPDWHUQDOHGXFDWLRQ.URHJHUVD\V³$
reasonable interpretation of these estimates is that maternal education
becomes a more important determinant of child outcomes when moth
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ers are unmarried. This is intuitive, since we would expect maternal
LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOH൵HFWVWREHHVSHFLDOO\SURQRXQFHGIRUPRWKHUVZKR
are the only caregiver for their child. But with respect to household
LQFRPHWKHUHODWLRQVKLSLVPRUHQXDQFHG´ S 
7KHVH¿QGLQJVSRLQWWRFRPSOH[LQWHUUHODWLRQVKLSVDPRQJPDWHUQDO
marital status, maternal education, and household income in intergen
HUDWLRQDOLPSDFWV)RUH[DPSOH.URHJHU¶VUHVXOWVVXJJHVWWKDWKDYLQJ
a mother who was married at the time of the child’s birth is associ
DWHGZLWKDVWURQJHULQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOHGXFDWLRQOLQN.URHJHUQRWHVWKDW
PDWHUQDOPDUULDJHLQFUHDVHVWKHH൵HFWRIDPRWKHU¶VFROOHJHHGXFDWLRQ
E\\HDUVRIVFKRRO)RFXVLQJRQKRXVHKROGLQFRPHVKH¿QGVWKDW
PDWHUQDO PDULWDO VWDWXV GRHV QRW D൵HFW WKH VWUHQJWK RI WKH FRUUHODWLRQ
between maternal household income and the child’s income as an adult.
Kroeger concludes that a mother’s education has a bigger impact on
her children’s educational attainment than her marital status at the time
RIWKHFKLOG¶VELUWK$GGLWLRQDOO\FKLOGUHQDUHLQÀXHQFHGPRUHE\WKHLU
mothers’ level of educational attainment when the mother is unmar
ried. Overall, her results point to mother’s educational attainment as a
potential policy lever because, as she explains, the positive impacts of
improving maternal education carries the potential for improving out
comes for generations. She suggests that policy measures that support
SRVWVHFRQGDU\ GHJUHH FRPSOHWLRQ IRU VLQJOH PRWKHUV ZRXOG EH H൵HF
tive, given their relative low cost and potential for high return.
&KDSWHUE\%KDVKNDU0D]XPGHULVWLWOHG³5DFHDQG,QWHUJHQHUD
tional Mobility in the United States.” Mazumder provides a thoughtful
review of the research literature, much produced himself, on race dif
IHUHQFHVLQUDWHVRILQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOPRELOLW\+HEHJLQVE\QRWLQJWKDW
WKHJDSLQPHGLDQKRXVHKROGLQFRPHEHWZHHQZKLWHDQG%ODFNKRXVH
KROGV LV  SHUFHQW²DQG WKDW WKLV JDS KDV KHOG FRQVWDQW VLQFH 
The contribution of Mazumder’s chapter lies both in his coverage of the
topic and in his careful presentation of the associated methodological
GHYHORSPHQWV+LVUHYLHZR൵HUVHYLGHQFHRQWKHPDJQLWXGHDQGSHUVLV
tence over time of this intergenerational mobility gap, as well as some
insight into the various contributory factors. By identifying the factors
WKDWFRQWULEXWHWRLQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOOLQNDJHVLQHFRQRPLFRXWFRPHVKH
VHHNVWRLGHQWLI\SROLF\VXJJHVWLRQVWKDWPLJKWKHOSDPHOLRUDWHWKLVUDFH
gap.
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$VQRWHGE\0D]XPGHUWKHHDUOLHVWVWXGLHVRILQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOHFR
QRPLFPRELOLW\ZHUHFRQGXFWHGE\VRFLRORJLVWVZKRH[DPLQHGWKHOLQN
across generations in social status, in which status was proxied by the
parent’s occupation. These studies of social mobility revealed that par
HQWV¶VRFLDOVWDWXVLVOLQNHGPRUHFORVHO\WRWKDWRIWKHLUDGXOWFKLOGUHQ
IRUZKLWHVWKDQIRU%ODFNV(FRQRPLVWVH[SDQGHGRQWKLVUHVHDUFKE\
focusing on a broader array of adult outcomes, particularly income. The
HDUOLHU HFRQRPLFV UHVHDUFK UHOLHG RQ PHDVXULQJ OLQNDJHV DFURVV JHQ
erations with two methods: intergenerational earnings elasticities and
WUDQVLWLRQSUREDELOLWLHV7KH¿UVWVWXGLHVWKDWXVHGWKHVHPHWKRGVUHOLHG
on what perhaps could be considered the gold standard of data sources:
longitudinal survey data in which socioeconomic data are available
both for parents and their adult children.
/RRNLQJEDFNDWWKHKLVWRU\RIHFRQRPLFVUHVHDUFKH[DPLQLQJWKH
connections across generations in economic status, Mazumder notes
WKDW WKH HDUOLHVW KLVWRULFDO UHVHDUFK ZDV FRQGXFWHG E\ &ROOLQV DQG
:DQQDPDNHU IRUWKFRPLQJ ZKRXVHPHUJHGFHQVXVGDWDDQG¿QGVXE
stantial evidence of large racial economic mobility gaps. Turning to the
PRGHUQ HUD 'DWFKHU   UHOLHG RQ ORQJLWXGLQDO GDWD WR VKRZ WKDW
LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO OLQNDJHV DUH PXFK VWURQJHU IRU ZKLWHV WKDQ %ODFNV
)ROORZLQJ WKH ZRUN RI 'DWFKHU HFRQRPLFV UHVHDUFK IRFXVHG RQ WKH
SHUVLVWHQFHRISRYHUW\DFURVVJHQHUDWLRQV&RUFRUDQDQG$GDPV  
IRXQGPXFKPRUHSRYHUW\SHUVLVWHQFHDFURVVJHQHUDWLRQVLQ%ODFNIDPL
lies, with childhood economic factors found to be important.
The modern approaches of studying intergenerational income
mobility rely largely on two measures: the intergenerational elastic
LW\DQGWUDQVLWLRQSUREDELOLWLHV OLNHOLKRRGRIPRYLQJIURPRQHSRLQWLQ
LQFRPHGLVWULEXWLRQWRDQRWKHU GHYHORSHGE\6RORQ  DQG=LP
PHUPDQ   LQ WKHLU EURDGHU VWXGLHV RI LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO PRELOLW\
WKDW GLG QRW H[DPLQH UDFH 7KH ¿UVW HFRQRPLFV UHVHDUFK WR XVH WKHVH
WHFKQLTXHV ZLWK D IRFXV RQ UDFH ZDV +HUW]   +HUW]¶V UHVXOWV
VKRZHG WKDW WKH H[SHFWHG LQFRPH RI %ODFN FKLOGUHQ FRQGLWLRQHG RQ
SDUHQWLQFRPH LVSHUFHQWORZHUWKDQWKDWRIZKLWHV([DPLQLQJDGXOW
FKLOGUHQERUQLQWRWKHERWWRPLQFRPHGHFLOHVKRZHGWKDWSHUFHQWRI
%ODFNVUHPDLQHGLQWKHVDPHLQFRPHGHFOLQHZKLOHRQO\SHUFHQWRI
white children did.
0D]XPGHU  R൵HUHGWKHGXDOFRQWULEXWLRQRIEHWWHUGDWDDORQJ
with a revised methodological approach that he refers to as “mobility in
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UDQNV´+H¿QGVWKDW%ODFNFKLOGUHQDUHIDUOHVVOLNHO\WKDQZKLWHFKLO
GUHQWRDFKLHYHDKLJKHUUDQNLQWKHLQFRPHGLVWULEXWLRQDVDGXOWVWKDQ
WKDWRIWKHLUSDUHQWV+HDOVR¿QGVUDFLDOGL൵HUHQFHVLQWKHSUREDELOLW\
of downward mobility, noting a nearly 20 percentage point gap favoring
whites in the probability that a child born into the top half of the income
distribution will fall into the bottom half of the distribution as an adult.
0D]XPGHU FDOFXODWHV TXLQWLOH WUDQVLWLRQ PDWULFHV WKDW VKRZ WKDW ³
SHUFHQWRI%ODFNVZKRVWDUWLQWKHERWWRPTXLQWLOHZLOOUHPDLQWKHUHDV
DGXOWVFRPSDUHGWRMXVWSHUFHQWRIZKLWHV7KHPDWULFHVLPSO\WKDWLI
this mobility process continued over time, the ‘steady state’ distribution
RILQFRPHZRXOGFRQYHUJHWRRQHLQZKLFKWKHUHLVDSHUPDQHQW%ODFN
XQGHUFODVVZKHUHSHUFHQWRI%ODFNVZRXOGSHUSHWXDOO\UHPDLQLQWKH
ERWWRPTXLQWLOHDQGRQO\SHUFHQWLQWKHWRSTXLQWLOH7KLVLVRIFRXUVH
DVWXQQLQJDQGVREHULQJ¿QGLQJDQGVXJJHVWVWKDWWKHUHLVDIXQGDPHQWDO
ODFN RI RSSRUWXQLW\ IRU$IULFDQ$PHULFDQV LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV´ SS
± 
3DWKEUHDNLQJ ZRUN E\ &KHWW\ HW DO   UHOLHV RQ WKH XVH RI
SRSXODWLRQZLGHGDWDGUDZQIURPDGPLQLVWUDWLYHGDWDEDVHVZLWKDPRGL
¿HGHPSLULFDODSSURDFK7KH\QRWHWKDWWKHH[SHFWHGUDQNRI%ODFNFKLO
GUHQ KROGLQJFRQVWDQWSDUHQWFKDUDFWHULVWLFV IDOOVVXEVWDQWLDOO\EHORZ
WKDW RI ZKLWH FKLOGUHQ$ NH\ ¿QGLQJ RI &KHWW\ HW DO LV JOHDQHG IURP
WKHLUVWUDWL¿FDWLRQE\ERWKUDFHDQGJHQGHU:KHQIRFXVLQJRQLQGLYLGXDO
LQFRPH IRU ZRPHQ WKHUH LV QR UDFH GL൵HUHQFH LQ H[SHFWHG UDQN EXW
WKHUHDUHODUJHUDFHGL൵HUHQFHVLQH[SHFWHGUDQNZKHQIRFXVLQJRQLQGL
vidual income for men. The absence of a race gap for women serves to
inform the discussion of the source of the race gap noted for men.
Mazumder presents new empirical evidence in this chapter that the
overall income elasticity increased from 0.21 in the cohort born around
WRIRUWKHFRKRUWERUQDERXW\HDUVODWHU $ODUJHUHODVWLFLW\
means that an adult child’s income is more closely associated with the
LQFRPHRIKLVSDUHQWV 0D]XPGHU¶VQHZUHVHDUFKIRFXVHVRQUDFHDQG
¿QGVWKDWGHVSLWHWKHVXEVWDQWLDOGHFOLQHLQRYHUDOOPRELOLW\WKHUHKDV
been no discernible closing of the race mobility gap.
7KHPRVWVWULNLQJFRQFOXVLRQRI0D]XPGHU¶VFDUHIXOUHYLHZRIERWK
previous and new evidence is the depressing persistence of the racial
JDSLQLQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOPRELOLW\PDNLQJFOHDUWKDWWKHVRFDOOHG$PHU
LFDQ 'UHDP RI HFRQRPLF PRELOLW\ LV DQ LOOXVLRQ IRU QRQZKLWH$PHU
ica. Its persistence through the most recent data shows that declines in
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XQLRQL]DWLRQZRUVHQLQJPRQRSVRQ\SRZHULQORFDOODERUPDUNHWVDQG
VNLOOELDVHGWHFKQRORJLFDOFKDQJH²IDFWRUVWKDWPD\EHUHVSRQVLEOHIRU
declines in overall economic mobility—are not to blame for the persis
tence in the racial mobility gap.
&KDSWHU  FRQFOXGHV ZLWK D EULHI GLVFXVVLRQ RI SRVVLEOH SROLF\
solutions that might prevent what appears to be movement toward a
SHUPDQHQW ODUJH %ODFN XQGHUFODVV 0D]XPGHU SRLQWV WR WKH HYLGHQFH
that quality human capital plays some role in limiting intergenerational
PRELOLW\IRU%ODFNVDQGR൵HUVVXJJHVWLRQVIRUKRZWRUHGXFHWKHJDSLQ
the quality of human capital investment that may be depressing inter
JHQHUDWLRQDO PRELOLW\ +H DOVR VXJJHVWV WKDW RWKHU HDUO\ OLIH LQWHUYHQ
tions may also be helpful, including addressing environmental concerns
VXFKDVOHDGLQSDLQWDQGZDWHURUDLUSROOXWLRQ+HQRWHVWKDWZLWKRXW
a substantial shift in policy, there will be no income convergence and
no closing of the income gap or the gap in intergenerational mobility.
7KH¿QDOFKDSWHU³$FFRXQWLQJIRU5DFH'L൵HUHQFHVLQ+RZ)DP
LO\6WUXFWXUH6KDSHVWKH7UDQVLWLRQLQWR$GXOWKRRG´LVZULWWHQE\3DXOD
)RPE\,WH[SDQGVRQ0D]XPGHU¶VUHYLHZRIWKHOLWHUDWXUHRQWKHUDFLDO
gap in intergenerational mobility by delving into the question of how
family structure shapes the transition into adulthood, with a focus on
GL൵HUHQFHVE\UDFH6KHQRWHVWKDWWKHH[WHQVLYHOLWHUDWXUHWKDWH[DP
ines intergenerational mobility concludes that growing up in a stable
WZRSDUHQW IDPLO\ FRQIHUV VXEVWDQWLDO ORQJWHUP EHQH¿WV WR FKLOGUHQ
WKDWSHUVLVWZHOOLQWRDGXOWKRRG:KHQUHVHDUFKHUVWDONDERXWHYROYLQJ
IDPLO\VWUXFWXUHVLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVWKHVWDQGDUGIUDPHZRUNORRNVWR
WKHLPPHGLDWHSRVW±:RUOG:DU,,SHULRG WKHWLPHSHULRGIURPWR
DERXW ZKHQPRVWDGXOWVJRWPDUULHGHDUO\LQDGXOWKRRGZRPHQ
KDG VHYHUDO EDELHV WZRSDUHQW IDPLOLHV UHVLGHG LQ VLQJOHKRXVHKROG
dwellings, and health improvements produced declining child and adult
PRUWDOLW\ 7KLV SRUWUDLW RI IDPLO\ OLIH LV WUHDWHG DV WKH ORQJWHUP KLV
WRULFDO QRUP DQG GHYLDWLRQV IURP WKDW QRUP EHJLQQLQJ LQ WKH V
DUHWUHDWHGDVVXFK+RZHYHUDFFRUGLQJWR)RPE\KRXVHKROGDQGIDP
LO\RUJDQL]DWLRQLQWKLVSRVW±:RUOG:DU,,HUDZDVODUJHO\DKLVWRULFDO
aberration. Examining the causes and consequences of the evolution of
family and household organization that began 20 years after World War
II must be considered in this context.
,QWKHPLGVZHOORYHUSHUFHQWRIDGXOWVZHUHPDUULHGDQG
QHDUO\ WKH VDPH SHUFHQW RI FKLOGUHQ OLYHG LQ WZRSDUHQW KRXVHKROGV
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Moving into the 1970s and beyond, divorce rates grew, and although
fertility rebounded from its low from the baby bust in the early 1970s, it
QHYHUUHWXUQHGWRWKHWKUHHRUPRUHFKLOGUHQSHUPRWKHUVHHQDWWKHSHDN
of the baby boom. The rate of single parenthood grew, as did the per
FHQWDJHRIFRXSOHVOLYLQJWRJHWKHURXWVLGHRIPDUULDJH&XUUHQWO\DERXW
SHUFHQWRIFKLOGUHQGRQRWUHVLGHLQWZRSDUHQWKRXVHKROGV:KHQ
WKLV ³WUDGLWLRQDO´ IDPLO\ VWUXFWXUH ZDV DW LWV SHDN WKHUH ZHUH QRWDEOH
GL൵HUHQFHV EHWZHHQ ZKLWH DQG %ODFN FKLOGUHQ$FFRUGLQJ WR )RPE\
WKHUHZDVDQDSSUR[LPDWHSHUFHQWDJHSRLQWUDFLDOJDSWKDWIDYRUHG
white children in the percentage of children living with two parents in
 )DPLO\ VWUXFWXUHV KDYH HYROYHG VLQFH WKDW WLPH² SHUFHQW RI
%ODFNFKLOGUHQUHVLGHGZLWKWZRSDUHQWVLQFRPSDUHGWRDERXW
percent of white children.
1RWRQO\DUHWKHUHGL൵HUHQFHVLQWKHHYROXWLRQRIIDPLO\VWUXFWXUH
by race, but also in the transition to adulthood. The racial gap in high
school graduation has closed in recent years, but there has been a per
sistent gap of about 10 percentage points in college graduation rates.
7KHUHDUHDOVRVXEVWDQWLDOGL൵HUHQFHVLQIHUWLOLW\SDWWHUQVZLWKDERXW
SHUFHQWRIELUWKVWR%ODFNZRPHQRFFXUULQJRXWVLGHRIPDUULDJHFRP
SDUHGWRDERXWSHUFHQWRIELUWKVIRUZKLWHZRPHQ
$ORQJZLWKWKHVHFKDQJHVLQIDPLO\VWUXFWXUHHTXDOO\VXEVWDQWLYH
social and cultural changes include the introduction of birth control,
which made it possible for women to control their own fertility, and
the relaxation of divorce laws. Economic changes include dramatic
LQFUHDVHVLQIHPDOHODERUIRUFHSDUWLFLSDWLRQUHDOZDJHVWDJQDWLRQDQG
rising rates of return to education, all of which contribute to increasing
LQHTXDOLW\$WWKHVDPHWLPHVXSSRUWLYHV\VWHPVOLNHKHDOWKLQVXUDQFH
child care, unionization, and criminal justice have not evolved corre
spondingly, and thus they continue to favor the “traditional” family
VWUXFWXUHRIWZRPDUULHGSDUHQWVOLYLQJLQWZRJHQHUDWLRQKRXVHKROGV
This failure to evolve harms children who are not raised in these “tra
GLWLRQDO´ VWUXFWXUHV UHVXOWLQJ LQ D GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH EXUGHQ RQ %ODFN
children.
*LYHQ WKH GUDPDWLF TXDOLWDWLYH GL൵HUHQFHV LQ WKH H[SHULHQFHV RI
family structure during childhood and in the transition into adulthood
DPRQJ ZKLWH DQG %ODFN \RXWK DUH UDFLDO GL൵HUHQFHV LQ DGXOW WUDQVL
WLRQVWKHUHVXOWDWOHDVWLQSDUWRIGL൵HUHQWIDPLO\VWUXFWXUHV"(PSLUL
FDOHYLGHQFHVXJJHVWVWKDWWKHOLQNEHWZHHQIDPLO\VWUXFWXUHDQGDGXOW
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RXWFRPHVLVOHVVVWURQJIRU%ODFNVWKDQIRUZKLWHV)RPE\DUJXHVWKDW
family structure does not actually matter more for one racial group than
another; instead, “The social construction of the family as it is theo
rized, measured, and articulated in social science research and public
H[SUHVVLRQUHÀHFWVWKHELDVHVRIWKHDFWRUVZKRSUHGRPLQDWHLQWKDWGLV
FRXUVH´ S 7KHUHKDVEHHQWKHSUHVXPSWLRQWKDWWKH³WUDGLWLRQDO´
WZRSDUHQW IDPLO\ LV RSWLPDO RYHUORRNLQJ VWUHQJWKV RI RWKHU IDPLO\
forms.
7KLVGH¿FLWPRGHOLVEDVHGDWOHDVWLQSDUWRQWKHSDWULDUFKDOQRUPV
RI WKH V ZKHQ WKLV OLWHUDWXUH ZDV LQ LWV LQIDQF\ )DWKHU DEVHQFH
has been blamed for compromised transitions to adulthood experienced
PRUHRIWHQIRU%ODFNFKLOGUHQ5HVHDUFKLQWKHVZRUNHGWRGHEXQN
this notion, disentangling the interrelated factors associated with dif
¿FXOWDGXOWWUDQVLWLRQVIRFXVLQJRQHFRQRPLFVWUDLQDQGIDPLO\VWUHVVDV
causal factors. Unfortunately, despite some progress in this reorienting,
WKHEXONRIUHVHDUFKFRQWLQXHVWRIUDPHWKHVLQJOHPRWKHUXSEULQJLQJLQ
WHUPVRID³GH¿FLWPRGHO´
$QLPSRUWDQWGHYHORSPHQWLQWKHVWXG\RIIDPLO\VWUXFWXUHKDVEHHQ
WRUHWKLQNKRZIDPLO\LVGH¿QHG%ODFNFKLOGUHQDUHPRUHOLNHO\WREH
UDLVHGLQWKUHHJHQHUDWLRQKRXVHKROGV DERXWRXWRI%ODFNIDPLOLHV
YHUVXVDERXWRXWRIIRUZKLWHIDPLOLHV ,QWHUHVWLQJO\VWXGLHVRIWKH
relationship between residing with a grandparent and child cognitive
GHYHORSPHQWVXJJHVWWKDWVXFKFRUHVLGHQFHLVIDYRUDEOHIRU%ODFNFKLO
GUHQEXWQRWIRUZKLWHFKLOGUHQ$QRWKHUGHYHORSPHQW PDGHSRVVLEOH
E\WKHLQFUHDVHGDYDLODELOLW\RIEHWWHUGDWDVRXUFHV LVLQFUHDVHGVWXG\
RILQYROYHPHQWRIQRQUHVLGHQWIDWKHUVLQWKHLUFKLOGUHQ¶VOLYHV)LQDOO\
FRQWULEXWLRQVIURPVRFLRORJLVWVKDYHR൵HUHGDEHWWHUXQGHUVWDQGLQJRI
WKHLPSRUWDQFHRIH[WHQGHGVRFLDOQHWZRUNVIRU%ODFNIDPLOLHV EH\RQG
PXOWLJHQHUDWLRQDOKRXVHKROGVDQGLQYROYHPHQWRIQRQUHVLGHQWIDWKHUV 
in managing the hardships of minority life.
)RPE\ UHPLQGV WKH UHDGHU ERWK WKDW WKH HYLGHQFH OLQNLQJ IDPLO\
VWUXFWXUH WR PRUH GL൶FXOW WUDQVLWLRQV WR DGXOWKRRG LV QRW SDUWLFXODUO\
FRQYLQFLQJDQGWKDWWKLVIUDPLQJRIVLQJOHPRWKHUIDPLOLHVDVSURYLG
ing a disadvantaged upbringing to the children raised in these families
UHÀHFWVPRUHWKHQRUPVIRUWKRVHFUHDWLQJWKHUHVHDUFKWKDQVRPHREMHF
tive ideal. More research is needed into the various types of extended
IDPLO\H[WHQGHG QHWZRUNV WKDW SURYLGH WKH SURWHFWLYH XPEUHOOD IRU
%ODFNFKLOGUHQWRXQGHUVWDQGWKHLPSOLFDWLRQVIRUWKHLUDGXOWWUDQVLWLRQV
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and to design any needed policy solutions to address any accompanying
GH¿FLWV
These chapters present a complex portrait of the interrelationships
among child gender, parents’ marital status, and the intergenerational
transmission of inequality. No chapter addresses the precise hypoth
HVLVSURSRVHGE\$XWRUDQG:DVVHUPDQ  QDPHO\WKDWWKHJHQ
GHUHGVLQJOHPRWKHUGLVDGYDQWDJHWKDWGLVIDYRUVER\VLVFRQWULEXWLQJWR
growing intergenerational inequality. Instead, each of these six chapters
R൵HUVHYLGHQFHRQYDULRXVSLHFHVRIWKLVSX]]OH
&RQQHOO\ DQG .LPPHO H[DPLQH PRWKHUV¶ DQG IDWKHUV¶ SDUHQWLQJ
WLPH ZLWK DQ H\H WRZDUG LGHQWLI\LQJ V\VWHPDWLF GL൵HUHQFHV E\ PDUL
tal status and child gender that might provide evidence of gendered
SDUHQWLQJWLPHGULYLQJWKHVRFDOOHGJHQGHUHGVLQJOHPRWKHUGLVDGYDQ
tage—that is, the notion that sons are damaged more than daughters
IURPEHLQJUDLVHGE\DVLQJOHPRWKHU&RQQHOO\DQG.LPPHOVKRZWKDW
parenting time for preschool children does not vary by child gender,
OHDGLQJWKHPWRUHMHFWWKHQRWLRQRIDJHQGHUHGVLQJOHSDUHQWGLVDGYDQ
tage arising from gendered parenting time. Kalil and Mayer use insights
IURP SV\FKRORJ\ WR H[SODLQ GL൵HUHQFHV LQ SDUHQWLQJ VWUDWHJLHV 7KH\
XVHWKHUHVXOWVRIVPDOOVFDOHH[SHULPHQWVWRVKRZWKDWLQH[SHQVLYHSRO
icy interventions can modify parenting behavior in ways that would be
H[SHFWHGWRLPSURYHFKLOGGHYHORSPHQW%DNHUIRFXVHVRQGL൵HUHQFHV
in maternal health investments by gender that manifest very early in
OLIH+HVWDUWVZLWKDIRFXVRQJHQGHUGL൵HUHQFHVLQKHDOWKRXWFRPHVIRU
ORZ DQGYHU\ORZ ELUWKZHLJKWQHZERUQVQRWLQJWKDWYHU\ORZELUWK
weight male infants may be receiving a suboptimal amount of health
FDUHDWWKHWLPHRIWKHLUELUWK%DNHU¶VGDWDVKRZQRPHDQLQJIXOGL൵HU
ence in breastfeeding patterns by child gender, but he does show that
mothers interact, on average, somewhat more negatively with young
sons than young daughters.
.URHJHU¿QGVWKDWPRWKHUV¶HGXFDWLRQDQGKRXVHKROGLQFRPHSOD\
LPSRUWDQW LQGHSHQGHQW UROHV LQ LQÀXHQFLQJ WKHLU GDXJKWHUV¶ HFRQRPLF
status in adulthood, with maternal education particularly important for
children raised by unmarried mothers. Mazumder describes the existing
OLWHUDWXUH DORQJ ZLWK RULJLQDO UHVHDUFK WR GRFXPHQW WKH ODFN RI SURJ
UHVV LQ QDUURZLQJ WKH UDFH PRELOLW\ JDS DQG R൵HUV WKH ZDUQLQJ WKDW
ZLWKRXW LQQRYDWLYH SROLF\ LQWHUYHQWLRQV WKLV JDS LV OLNHO\ WR EHFRPH
SHUPDQHQW+LVSROLF\VXJJHVWLRQVLQFOXGHLPSURYHPHQWVLQWKHTXDOLW\

.LPPHO

of human capital investments and improvements in health investments,
particularly reducing environmental health disparities, especially early
LQOLIH)RPE\H[DPLQHVSRWHQWLDOUDFHGL൵HUHQFHVLQWKHUROHRIIDPLO\
structure, including parents’ marital status and multigenerational house
holds. She observes that policy development has been hindered by bias
LQKRZIDPLO\VWUXFWXUHVDUHGHVFULEHGE\UHVHDUFKHUVDQGSROLF\PDN
ers, concluding that better, less biased research is necessary for devel
RSLQJVSHFL¿FSROLFLHVWKDWPLJKWFRQWULEXWHWRQDUURZLQJUDFHJDSVLQ
intergenerational mobility.
What common lessons can be drawn from these six very distinct
FKDSWHUV")LUVWWKHUHDSSHDUVWREHVX൶FLHQWHYLGHQFHWRFRQFOXGHWKDW
gender matters, but in complex ways. Male fragile newborns may merit
PRUH PHGLFDO UHVRXUFHV WKDQ FXUUHQW DJHQGHUHG SROLF\ SHUPLWV *LUOV
PD\EHPRUHLQÀXHQFHGE\WKHLUPRWKHUV¶HGXFDWLRQDODWWDLQPHQWWKDQ
that of their fathers. Second, while education is not a panacea, there
LV VRPH HYLGHQFH WKDW HGXFDWLRQ IRUPDO DQG ZLWKLQ WKH IDPLO\  PD\
be able to reduce the intergenerational transmission of disadvantage
LQ SDUW E\ PLWLJDWLQJ WKH QHJDWLYH LPSDFW RI JURZLQJ XS LQ D VLQJOH
PRWKHUIDPLO\)LQDOO\DQGSHUKDSVPRVWLPSRUWDQWLWLVFOHDUWKDWPRUH
research is needed to connect all the pieces of the puzzle. We need
VWURQJHUHYLGHQFHRIWKHSUHFLVHQDWXUHRIWKHJHQGHUHGVLQJOHPRWKHU
GLVDGYDQWDJHDORQJZLWKDEHWWHUXQGHUVWDQGLQJRILWVVSHFL¿FFDXVHV
SDUWLFXODUO\VLQFHZHKDYHUXOHGRXWWKHPRWKHULQJWLPHGH¿FLWK\SRWK
HVLV)RUH[DPSOHWKHH[SHULPHQWDODSSURDFKRI.DOLODQG0D\HUFRXOG
be applied to studies of school interventions to examine whether boys
ZRXOGEHQH¿WIURPLQFUHDVHGVFKRROLQJVXSSRUW3HUKDSVWKHVWUXFWXUH
of school places a disproportionate burden on boys, particularly at
young ages, and if so, targeted support might be particularly useful for
boys. The combination of improved parenting strategies along with tar
geted school support, along with expanded access to higher education,
FRXOG VHUYH WR KHOS DPHOLRUDWH WKH JHQGHUHG VLQJOHPRWKHU GLVDGYDQ
tage, resulting in improved intergenerational mobility.
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